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Summary



The threat of action designed to influence the 
government or an international governmental 
organization or intimidate the public or a section 
of the public; to advance a political, religious, 

racial, or ideological cause. For the purposes of
this travel assistance plan, a political threat is 
extended to mean civil threats caused by riots, 
strikes, or civil commotion. 

• Kazakhstan – Gas subsidies protests
• Burkina Faso – Coup d’état
• Sudan – Anti-military protests

• Russia – Anti-war protests
• Canada – Freedom convoy protests
• Haiti – Insecurity and political crisis protests
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Terrorism means an act, including but not
limited to the use of force or violence and/or the 
threat of any person or group(s) of persons, 
whether acting alone or on behalf of or in 
connection with any organization(s) or

government(s), committed for political, religious, 
ideological, or similar purposes, including the 
intention to influence any government and/or to 
put the public, or any section of the public, in 
fear.

Terrorism / Conflict

• Pakistan -Suicide bombing at mosque
• DRC-Brutal assaults on vulnerable civilians
• Somalia -Twin bomb attacks kill lawmakers

• Russia - Invasion of the Ukraine
• USA - Colleyville, Texas synagogue hostage crisis
• Mexico- Land mine explosion
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Any event or force of nature that has 
catastrophic consequences and causes damage 
or the potential to cause a crisis to a CAP 
customer. This includes an avalanche, landslide, 

earthquake, flood, forest or bush fire, cyclone, 
hurricane, tornado, tsunami, volcanic eruption, 
or other similar natural events that give rise to a 
crisis if noted and agreed by FocusPoint.

Natural Disasters   

• Japan - Earthquake
• Mozambigue - Tropical storm
• Iran - Floods

• United Kingdom - Floods
• USA - Tornado
• Brazil - Floods
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Civil Unrest
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In January, Kazakhstan was rocked by a week of 
protests that devolved into heavy violence 
resulting in thousands of arrests and over 200 
people killed. Sparked by the government’s plans 
to remove subsidies on gas, protests began in 
the city of Zhanaozen, the oil and gas producing 
region of Mangystau. The government moved to 
contain the protests, but by January 4th, 
demonstrations had broken out in Almaty, the 
largest city in Kazakhstan, and clashes between 
police and protestors became violent. This led to 
President Tokayev declaring an emergency in 
Mangystau and Almaty. The government was 
also accused of limiting internet access to 
contain the protests. 

On January 5th, the Kazakh cabinet resigned, 
and an extensive internet blackout was enacted. 
The protest violence intensified with attacks on 
businesses, government offices, and the Almaty 
International Airport. The government declared 
a national state of emergency. The continuing 
violence and rising death toll led to a request to 
the Collective Security Treaty Organization, a 
mutual defense pact of former Soviet Union 
members, for military support. Russia sent 3000 
soldiers to help quell the protests, and the 
government announced a cap on the price of 
fuel as a concession to protestors. By January 
11th, the protests had ended with almost 
10,000 arrests and over 200 dead, leaving 
Kazakhstan’s political landscape dramatically 
altered.

Kazakhstan
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Several hundred people marched through the 
streets of downtown Ouagadougou on January 
22nd to protest the government and its failure to 
stop the growing armed attacks in the country. 
Citizens were calling for President Roch Marc 
Christian Kabore to resign due to the worsening 
security situation. 

Burkina Faso was plagued by an escalation in 
attacks from groups linked to al-Qaeda and ISIL 
(ISIS), resulting in thousands killed and over 1.5 
million people displaced. Twelve thousand of 
these people were displaced in December 2021 
alone. The country was overrun by armed 
groups controlling swathes of land and forcing 
people to abide by their interpretation of Islamic 
Law. Negotiations for a temporary ceasefire had 
worked in 2020, and the government had 
attempted to do the same. However, the public 
was weary and called for the current regime's 
ouster. The government retaliated with a 
heavy-handed response as teargas was fired 
upon protesters barricading the streets and 
throwing rocks in the nation's capital. 

Shortly afterward, heavy gunfire was heard near 
military garrisons in Ouagadougou on January 
23rd, following demonstrations in major cities in 
the previous days. On the 24th,  the military 
announced that it had seized the country's 
power by suspending the National Assembly and 
constitution and detaining the president and 
other high-ranking government officials. 
Anti-government demonstrators took to the 
streets after the news broke, rallying in support 
of the armed forces outside the Sangoulé 
Lamizana Military Camp. Following the coup 
d’état, a transitional government was appointed. 

The new government will continue to face the 
problems that hampered Kabore's 
administration, such as widespread insecurity 
and the prospect of sanctions following 
international condemnation of the coup d’état. 
The situation is evolving, and one must remain 
vigilant and monitor local media.

Burkina Faso
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Sudan has been troubled by a series of recurring 
anti-military rule protests since the military coup 
of October 2021 that overthrew the civilian 
government. A transitional government was 
established and headed by the recalled Prime 
Minister Abdalla Hamdok. However, his 
resignation on January 2nd, 2022, sparked fierce 
protests across the whole nation due to the 
ongoing political crisis. 

Civilians have continued to resist military rule as 
there is widespread distrust of the divided 
military, with the citizens rejecting 
power-sharing between the military and 
civilians. Citizens protesting the military regime 
have been met with brutality, which was also 

extended to media groups attempting to cover 
the events. Access to telephone and internet 
services continues to be unreliable and has often 
been blocked with short notice during 
demonstrations in the past. 
 
Sudan's protests are further aggravated by the 
rising living costs, food shortages, and police 
brutality. Demonstrations and civil unrest are 
likely to continue in the long term. Khartoum 
rallies are usually held near the Presidential 
Palace and the General Directorate of the 
Armed Forces. There is a heightened risk of 
deterioration of the situation in Khartoum and 
elsewhere in Sudan. Avoid all demonstrations, 
political party infrastructures, and 
concentrations of security forces. 

Sudan
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Since the war with Ukraine began on February 
24th, Russia has experienced anti-war protests 
almost daily. Russian authorities attempted to 
pre-empt anti-war protests by issuing warnings 
under the threat of legal reprisal. This did not 
deter thousands of protestors who took to 
Moscow and other large cities. The government 
responded by arresting nearly 2000 people on 
the first day alone. 

As the protests continued into March, and with 
the threat of arrest failing to end protests, 
Russian authorities instituted further 
restrictions to contain the movement. The 
government and parliament passed laws to 
punish any media outlet that did not follow the 
official Kremlin position on the war. Under this 

threat, most independent (non-government) 
media outlets closed their doors in protest and 
concern for their employees. Access to foreign 
social media and media organizations was 
heavily restricted or outright banned. The 
restrictions have reached the point where 
standing alone in public holding a blank piece of 
paper is sufficient to justify an arrest, and by the 
end of March, over 15,000 people have been 
arrested. War protestors have faced academic 
exclusion, dismissal, threats to themselves and 
family, and vandalism of their property. 

This has not deterred Russians from protesting, 
and they continue to do so, finding creative ways 
to get around the draconian rules.

Russia / Ukraine   
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What began as small-scale protests in many 
parts of the country over COVID-19 vaccine 
requirements for truck drivers soon spiraled out 
of control in Ottawa, and various US border 
crossings, resulting in extensive economic 
damage. On January 22nd, truck drivers began 
forming convoys and traveling across the 
country until finally converging in Ottawa to 
stage a rally at Parliament Hill. The protestors’ 
ranks were bolstered by pedestrian supporters 
and formed what became known as the 
Freedom Convoy, with trucks being used to 
blockade parts of the city, causing widespread 
disruptions. 

The protests would spark additional protest 
actions at the Canadian-US border crossings, 
severely limiting cross-border trade. The 

government and trucking industry groups 
denounced the protests, and local, provincial, 
and federal police were deployed to manage the 
protestors, clear the barricades, and reopen the 
border crossings. With the protests showing no 
signs of ending, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
invoked the Emergencies Act, its first-ever use, 
on February 14th to grant additional powers to 
clamp down on the protests. With these new 
powers, police could declare parts of Ottawa 
no-go zones and disperse the protestors. The act 
allowed authorities to freeze financial assets and 
arrest the protest organizers, finally ending the 
demonstrations on February 20th. 
 
While the protests are over, with hundreds 
arrested, thousands fined, and billions of dollars 
in damage and lost trade, the consequences are 
still being felt. 

Canada
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Haiti experienced extreme violence in early 
2022 due to the continued deterioration of 
security conditions as the police battled with 
rival gangs to control the streets. The country 
has had a 180% spike in kidnappings for ransom 
compared to 2021, with homicides and 
gang-related crime reaching extreme levels.  

Dire economic conditions have also led to 
frequent demonstrations from garment workers 
demanding higher wages and better working 
conditions. The government's 54% minimum 
wage hike on February 21st did not assuage 
these demonstrations as it was still well below 
the demands from trade unions. The protests 
resulted in police opening fire on demonstrators 
on February 23rd, leaving one reporter dead and 
two journalists shot and wounded. This, in turn, 
sparked fresh protests from journalists who 
marched in Port-au-Prince to demand justice for 
the killed journalist. Two journalists were also 
shot on January 6th by gang members when 
they were reporting on the lack of security in the 
Laboule area in Port-au-Prince. 

Health professionals and transport workers 
protested the rise in gang-related kidnappings 
on March 15th, 2022. Protestors blocked roads 
and burned tires during the three-day protest. 
This left most public and private healthcare 
institutions shut down in the capital and other 
cities, with only emergency rooms operating. 

Transport workers followed suit and carried out 
a strike from March 17-20th. They demanded 
authorities ensure safety on public roads after 
an armed group seized four buses operating on 
the Jacmel/Port-au-prince route from 
Martissant. 
 
Thousands of protesters returned to the streets 
on March 29th to denounce the country's 
inflation, crime, and political paralysis on the 
35th anniversary of Haiti's constitution. 
Demonstrations in the capital and other cities 
were peaceful. However, protests in the 

southern town of Les Cates descended into 
unrest as one protester was killed with an 
airplane set ablaze. Sunrise Airways announced 
that the airline halted flights to and from 
Antoine-Simón Airport (CYA/MTCA) at least 
through the day following deadly protest clashes 
at the airport. 

Further civil unrest in Haiti is expected in the 
near term due to the current lack of security and 
political and economic crisis. 

Haiti
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On Friday, March 4, 2022, a suicide bombing 
inside a Mosque in Peshawar, Pakistan, killed 56 
people and injured 194. The bombing took place 
as the worshippers gathered for Friday prayers 
at the Kucha Risaldar Mosque. Two attackers 
opened fire on the police outside the mosque; 
the gunfight killed one police officer and 1 of the 
attackers. The remaining attacker ran inside the 
mosque and detonated a suicide vest. The bomb 
squad reported that approximately 5kg (11lbs) of 
explosives and ball bearings were used to 
assemble this explosive device, making it one of 
the deadliest attacks in years. The mosque was 
the only place of worship for the local Shi’ite 
community, with the region often being

targeted by Sunni groups against Pakistan’s 
minority. This suicide bombing was the first 
recorded for 2022. Since 2011 there have been 
47 recorded suicide bombings in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, the province in which the city 
Peshawar is located.   

Sources indicate that Islamic State claimed 
responsibility. The attack comes as Pakistan is 
forced to make difficult decisions on its ongoing 
support and alliance with Afghanistan’s Taliban 
government. Continued support may impact the 
country’s ability to do business with the rest of 
the world; however, failing to support will impact 
regional stability.

Pakistan:
Suicide Bombing at Mosque
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On February 2, 2022, 60 people, including 15 
children, were killed during an attack in the DRC, 
the latest in a series of violent assaults on 
civilians. In the Ituri Province, men armed with 
machetes and guns attacked the Plaine Savo 
Camp. Sources blame the militia group CODECA 
(Cooperation for the Development of Congo) for 
the attack. The Plaine Savo camp is home to 24 
000 vulnerable families who have left their 
homes due to violence and sought safety and 

the right to live in peace. After the attack, 
peacekeeping force members moved the 
families to the nearby UN peacekeeping mission, 
MONUSCO. Violence in Ituri province has 
escalated in recent months. The majority of the 
killings are suspected to be carried out by the 
CODECA Militia group linked to the Lendu 
agricultural community, which has clashed 
violently with the Hema pastoralist group in 
Ituri. 

DRC:
Brutal assaults on vulnerable civilians
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On March 23, 2022, a series of bomb attacks 
took place in Beledweyne, north of Mogadishu, 
killing parliamentary election candidates and 
many civilians. The first attack in the 
Beledweyne district was carried out on 
Wednesday night by a suicide bomber and killed 
two local lawmakers, including Amina Mohamed 
Abdi and several of her guards, as she 
campaigned for re-election. Minutes later, a 
readied car loaded with explosives detonated 
outside Beledweyne's main hospital where the 

injured had been taken for treatment, killing 
dozens, causing mass civilian casualties, and 
destroying property. Sources confirm that 48 
people were killed and 108 others wounded in 
the blasts. Al Qaeda-linked militant group al 
Shabaab admitted it was behind the bombings 
and claimed it was done to disrupt and delay the 
planned elections. The impact may have 
longer-lasting effects, as the country has 
officially missed the IMF's deadline to hold 
elections. Failing to meet this risks Somalia's 
humanitarian funding. 
 

Somalia:
Twin bomb attacks kill lawmakers

MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA
NUMBER OF INCIDENTS BY COUNTRY: 

Algeria

Ethiopia

Iran

Iraq

Israel

Libya

Mali

Qatar

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

Saudi Arabia

Somalia

South Sudan

Sudan

Syria

UAE

Niger

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

6

2

71

7 8

9

52

18

5

1

1

41
41

103



19

The extensive invasion of Ukraine officially 
commenced on February 24th, 2022. Russian 
President Vladimir Putin ordered an invasion of 
Ukraine by Russian armed forces previously 
concentrated along the border. The raid included 
attacks across the Belarus-Ukraine border, 
followed by targeted airstrikes on military 
buildings. The Ukrainian president Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, in response, enacted martial law and 
general mobilization throughout Ukraine. 

This war is still ongoing. However, as of early 
April, FPI Sources reported evidence in Bucha 
that indicated Russian forces were targeting 
civilians. These abuses were also evident with 
signs of torture on the bodies of civilians left in 
the streets in the once captured town of 
Borodianka, raising concerns of gross human 
rights abuses by Russian troops. Borodianka had 
suffered heavy shelling before its capture on 
February 28th. 

In the east, Russia has forced the mobilization of 
the Donbas region to establish territorial 
boundaries in the self-recognized separatist 
areas of Donetsk and Luhansk. Russian troops 
were reportedly aiming at capturing the towns 
of Popasna, Lysychansk, Rubizhne, Kreminna, 
Hirske, and Sievierodnetsk in the Luhansk 
region, with citizens in these towns urged to 
evacuate. Russian forces in Kharkiv were 
concentrated in the Izium area as they pushed 
towards Slovyansk. The city of Slovyansk was 
expected to be the next target of Russia's 
offensive as they sought to cut off Ukrainian 
forces in the east. 

Russia was trying to encircle Ukrainian forces to 
take control of the entire Donbas, which was 
made up of the Luhansk and Donetsk regions. 

In the meantime, Russia had claimed it and 
planned to scale back its military activity in Kyiv 
and the northern city of Chernihiv.

Russian invasion of the Ukraine
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On January 15th, 2022, a rabbi and three 
members of the Beth Israel congregation in 
Dallas, Fort Worth, were taken hostage by an 
armed man. The suspect interrupted the service 
and repeatedly demanded that the US release a 
convicted al-Qaeda terrorist in exchange for 
returning the hostages. The suspect died in the 
incident when an FBI hostage rescue team

breached the synagogue. He was identified as 
Malik Faisal Akram, 44, a British citizen. The 
terrorist chose this location due to the proximity 
to his convicted ally. She was identified as Aafia 
Siddiqui, a convict of assault and attempted 
murder in 2010 and sentenced to 86 years in 
prison.  The 10-hour standoff ended with all four 
hostages escaping.

United States:
Colleyville, Texas synagogue hostage crisis   
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At least one person was killed and another 
injured when a land mine detonated in rural 
Aguililla, Michoacán, on February 12th, 2022. 
Security was tightened in the municipality, and 
blamed drug cartels for planting the mine. Drug 
cartels have long been active in the

predominantly agricultural region to control the 
state due to its port and smuggling routes. The 
conflict has seen opposing cartels adopt 
quasi-military strategies, including planting 
mines to lay claim to areas.

Mexico:
Land mine explosion
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On March 17th, a 7.3-magnitude earthquake 
struck the region off the coast of Fukushima in 
northern Japan. At least four people died, and 94 
others were injured in and around Miyagi, Iwate, 
and Fukushima prefectures, while over 38,500

homes were without electricity in the affected 
areas, including Tokyo. Services on parts of the 
Tohoku Shinkansen line were suspended after a 
train derailed between Fukushima and Shiroishi, 
Miyagi.

JAPAN:
Earthquake
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On March 11th, the passage of Tropical Storm 
Gombe killed at least 12 people and affected 
more than 115,000 others in Nampula and 
Zambézia. Cyclone Gombe struck between 
Zambézia and Nampula as a Category 3 Tropical 
Cyclone, leaving about 40 people injured. 

Due to strong winds, about 2,500 houses were 
damaged, and more than 3,000 were destroyed, 
forcing many families to flee. Schools, places of 
worship and power infrastructures were also 
damaged.

MOZAMBIQUE:
Tropical Cyclone
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As of January 4th, at least six people died since 
December 30 due to ongoing heavy rainfall and 
flooding in Kerma and Fars provinces. About 
20,000 people had been affected. Parts of the

country’s southern and south-eastern regions 
have been hit the hardest, where extensive 
damage to roads and communication 
infrastructure has occurred.

IRAN:
Floods
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On February 21st, at least 15 people were 
rescued in Melverley and Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire County, England. Others living near 

temporary flood barriers in Bewdley were 
advised to leave their homes as floodwaters rose 
along the River Severn caused by Storm Eunice 
and Franklin. 

UNITED KINGDOM:
Flooding    
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On March 23rd, multiple people were injured 
after a massive tornado hit New Orleans. At least

one person was killed in Arabi, Saint Bernard 
Parish, Louisiana.

United States:
Tornado
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Floods and landslides were triggered by 
torrential rainfall that hit Rio de Janeiro on 
January 11th. Multiple streets were impassable, 
and water supplies were cut off in many areas.

Approximately 204 died, dozens were missing 
and over 800 people were left homeless in 
Petrópolis.

BRAZIL:
Floods

LATIN AMERICA
NUMBER OF INCIDENTS BY COUNTRY: 

0 1 2 3 4 5

Peru

Argentina

Brazil

Colombia

Ecuador

Guatemala

Haiti

Dominican Republic

4

2

2

2

1

1

2



866-340-8569
info@wwfocus.com
www.focuspointintl.com

FocusPoint International
861 SW 78th Avenue, Suite B200
Plantation, FL 33324


